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back-to-school program
“This program is the only reason my children

are able to have what they need for school.”

“It’s very important we utilize the Back-to-School program. My children and I have absolutely needed it
the past 3 years now due to lack of housing and employment; the program has been a huge financial burden lifted
off our family. This program is the only reason my children are able to have what they need for school,” a single
father of 2 girls, ages 8 and 10 writes.
It’s hard to believe that we’re already writing about the Back to School program. Even harder to believe
is that it’s that time of year when we’re asking for your donations, either in-kind or financial, to begin to gather
the items to be distributed beginning in late July. Why do we begin in June? Because last
year we distributed supplies to over 1,100 students! To gather and access that number of
supplies, sort, package and distribute them from our small home located on Carroll Street
is a mammoth task...but one that is fulfilling.
Sitting and chatting with our families served through the program, listening to
their life stories is difficult at best. As difficult as it may be, it doesn’t hold a candle to the
struggle our families are going through and we cannot imagine how difficult it is for folks
to walk through our doors. Sometimes it’s all we can do to be strong for these families
without breaking down into tears, and sometimes that happens too.
These parents, that began registering their children for the Back to School
program in mid-June, just want the same things we all want for our children, because as
one Mom writes, “a child needs to be prepared to have a successful school year.” These
families are our collective friends and neighbors; they are in the carpool lane with us, they,
too, walk their children to school or are at the bus stops with their children and are in the
audience during school concerts and other events. They want their children to be engaged
and prepared for classes so that they can achieve success in school, without stress. They want their children to
start the school year off on the right foot, so they can concentrate on learning and are not focused on not having
the things they need for school. As this Mom writes, “I feel that if they are prepared on the first day, it sets them
up for a successful year.” How many of us have had that exact thought? I’d say that this pretty much sums up
what most of us want for our children. A stress free start to the school year, free from at least that barrier to
learning.
It is important to remember that through your participation, whether it be volunteering, donating school
supplies, making a financial contribution or keeping us in your prayers, that students and their families receive
your gestures of love and care and in them find the beauty of Community through which they were given.
I’d like to close by sharing one more thing from the single father of the 2 girls mentioned above, in his note
he closed saying “So I would like to say THANK YOU to ALL involved in making the Back to School program
possible each year.” I couldn’t have said it better myself.

Grace and peace, Brenda Meadows

Please help us lift these children up and prepare them for a school year full of
all the self-confidence and character they deserve!
We Appreciate All Donations, Large or Small—Financial and In-Kind!
The Shepherd’s Staff is the recipient of the “2016 McDaniel College Nonprofit Partner,” the “2014 The
Wm Donald Schaefer Helping People Award” and the “2008 Non-Profit Philanthropist of the Year” Award

Check Out Our
Website!
www.shepstaff.org
Our Mission
“In a loving response to our
Lord Jesus Christ’s command
to feed his sheep, The
Shepherd’s Staff exists to reach
out to those in crisis, to aid
those in need, to support those
in trouble, to seek out and
encourage pathways to selfsufficiency, and to be a witness
for Christ in our community”

Mid Way Through Our
25th Anniversary Year
Watch FaceBook and Website
for information on our upcoming
25th Anniversary celebrations!

A Message from The Shepherd’s Staff Board of Directors
After almost thirty years as a minister of Word & Sacrament, I have learned “summer doesn’t
mean work goes on vacation.” That certainly holds true for our beloved Shepherd’s Staff. The
work of Christ through our outreach ministry on Carroll Street is never-ending, continuing
throughout the summer!
Thanks to so many who participated in the very successful yard sale at Shepherd’s Staff. From
set-up to sales to clean-up (how did that happen so fast and so smoothly?!?!), our clients and
community benefitted on several levels.
Next up is the Independence Day celebration and picnic and then, after that, the Back-to-School
provisions in-gathering and distribution by early August! Of course, the Call for Coats in this
next cold season will commence before we stop wearing summer shorts!
Mark your calendar for the annual Dinner Dance at the Portico on Saturday, Oct. 21! Thanks in
advance for your continued support of our being the body of Christ enfleshed in our community.

30th Annual Call for Coats Kicks-off Westminster Fallfest Weekend

CALL FOR COATS

Program kicks-off Fallfest Weekend, Saturday, September 23 and runs through November 17, 2017

Drop Off Locations - With More Sites to Come!

Check our website for more info!

Admiral West

Program Expansion
We are excited to share that our
Anniversary initiative to pilot
program expansion helped reach
more folks around the County.
Our partner churches helped us
reach individuals and families
through our in-kind programs
and brought them Back to
School supplies, Coats, Easter
Baskets and more! This year
we are working to continue to
offer in-kind services while
adding emergency / crisis
financial assistance to underserved areas helping to keep
folks working, housed and
whole.
Help Create Trees With
Your In-Kind Donations!
Downsizing or looking to clean
out your attic / basement?
We’d love to be the
recipient of items you are no
longer using for our upcycling
projects! Like:
Mason Jars, Feed Bags,
Silver Spoons, Tea Cups,
Old / New Christmas
Ornaments, Ribbons,
Garland, Christmas Holiday
Novelties, China Figurines,
Nativity Sets, Collectibles,
Shawls, Scarves, Afghans,
Tree Skirts, Jewelry,
Small Toys, even
Gift Certificates!

Westminster Location

9 E. Main St., Ste 105
Westminster

Courtesy Desk (2nd fl)
TownMall

60 Aileron Ct., #2
Airpark Business

Mt. Airy, New Windsor,
Taneytown, Westminster &
Hampstead

1130 Baltimore Blvd.
Westminster, Sears
Court-TownMall Kiosk

So Carroll Senior Center
5928 Mineral Hill Rd
Sykesville

7200 Third Ave.,
Sykesville

Elite Tents and Events
6355 S. Carroll Park Dr
Sykesville

Once again this year, according to John Augustin, Admiral Cleaners will participate in this much
needed program. Not only will they clean coats, complete minor repairs (as needed), and pickup coats
on their mobile routes, they will deliver to The Shepherd’s Staff for free distribution
to Carroll County residents in need. As he said
“There was no question we would be supporting this Program once again this year.”
Gives you the warm and fuzzies, doesn’t it?

For coat collection information, call 410.848.4339
Please help us thank Admiral Cleaners for being such a wonderful partner!

Remember — Give Back to the Community while Shopping on Amazon Smile!
While we definitely encourage you to shop local, we realize that there are times when we resort to shopping online.
For those times, we are excited to invite you to help us help others in the Community while you shop. It’s simple
and does not require a direct monetary donation on your part. All we ask is that if you are an Amazon.com
shopper, please visit The Shepherd’s Staff website portal (www.shepstaff.org) to access the Amazon site.
You will find a search box at the top of each our website pages that looks like this:
Simply click this link:

Simply start your searches using this box on The Shepherd’s Staff
Website. It is FREE for you, and The Shepherd's Staff
gets a share of each sale!
HAPPY SHOPPING!

Your support means the world to individuals in crisis that we serve on your behalf.

“We are all broken, that’s how the light gets in.” ~ Ernest Hemingway

With a Little Help from Our Friends!
Well, actually, with “a lot” of help from our friends! While most children are just getting out of school for the
Summer, the Monday following the students last day of school begins one of our busiest times of year...our Back-to-School
program. And, while that is the focus of this Newsletter and much of what we do over the Summer months, it’s important
to remember that we continue, behind the scenes, to assure our other programs meet the needs of those in crisis in our
Community. That means our laundry and shower facilities run nonstop, providing an important service to our homeless
population. It’s pretty amazing that something as simple as a shower can do so much – boosting self-confidence and selfworth. Haircuts continue and bring smiles and a feeling of overall good. In addition, our long standing Emergency Financial Assistance program runs year round and focuses on helping those at risk of becoming homeless as well as those in immediate crisis. This includes, and specifically targets, offering assistance to those struggling working families just above the
poverty level. We literally can not do this with out the Individuals and Families, Businesses, Civic Organizations and
Churches. Your continued participation is integral to who we are and what we are doing together in this Community. We
THANK YOU from the bottom of our hearts. In addition to our thanks, a guest would like to share hers as well, “I take care
of my special needs sister. I don’t earn enough to make ends meet sometimes. I needed help once last year and this year I
needed help with a medication voucher until my insurance kicked in. I’m a prideful woman always fending for myself and
hardly need any help. I felt humbled at the love, compassion and patience. Thank you to all those involved with The Shepherd’s Staff carrying out their vision with faith and God’s love to care for others.” Although I’ve said it before, the truth
bears repeating, we can’t do what we do without you and are humbled, honored, and consider it a blessing to be your hands
working together to serve our neighbors in crisis year round right here in Carroll County.

Looking for a Few Good Homes for “Rex” the Piggy Bank

Many Thanks to our
Community Partners,
Supporters and Friends!
Need A Speaker
We’d love to have a representative
come out and chat about The
Shepherd’s Staff. Please call or
email to discuss opportunities. We
can’t wait to share about the work
we do in the Community together.
4th of July Cook-Out
Our deepest appreciation to
Cedarhurst Unitarian Church for
once again hosting
The Shepherd’s Staff’s annual
Picnic, Common Ground
on the Hill for providing the
musical entertainment and In Ian’s
Boots for distributing shoes!
Yard Sale — Special Thanks!

Help us reach our goal of $10,000! We are looking for Businesses, Churches /
Sunday Schools, Organizations, Youth Groups, Schools, Individuals / Households
interested in helping support the RX FUND to raise dollars for the many under- and
uninsured residents of Carroll County. Last year we helped over 125 individuals with
their medical needs simply by folks donating spare change! Simply adopt “REX” and
return him filled by October 31st. We’d also like to thank the TownMall of Westminster for allowing the
proceeds from the Fountain funds to be donated toward helping those with critical healthcare needs!

Thanks to all who donated, came
out to support and / or volunteered
at the event. Without your in-kind
donations and physical labor, we
would not have been able to raise
over $1,700 that will go to support
our Blessings Closet!

It’s Beginning to Look A Lot Like Christmas — in August!

What would be do without you?!?!
Thanks so much for the many
ways that Grace helps us
meet our Mission!

11th Annual Festival of Trees
“TREE” Sponsorship
Call 410-857-5944 or email shepstaff@comcast.net
to request an information packet. In August,
you may also visit our website
www.shepstaff.org for more information.

Penguin Random House

Belk Court

Watch for New Exciting Sponsorship Levels and Opportunities
on FaceBook and our Website!
Due to the overwhelming support of this Annual Holiday Tradition,
we are finalizing innovative new ways to incorporate and spotlight our sponsors!
Stay tuned for ways your business will be promoted in FESTIVAL marketing!

“Go and love someone exactly as they are. And then watch how quickly they transform
into the greatest, truest version of themselves. When one feels seen and appreciated
in their own essence, one is instantly empowered.” ~Wes Angelozzi

Gifts of Hope — In Honor or Memory
Join Claire Null in honoring the memory of Rosalie Fowble and Louis
Szeliga. These charitable gifts help provide short-term aid and encourage
pathways to self-sufficiency for those we serve in the Carroll Community,
all while honoring or remembering a loved one while supporting The
Shepherd’s Staff outreach services and programs.

Grace Lutheran Church

Once again this year, each child
enrolled in our
Back-to-School program
will go home with a new book,
thanks to a very generous donation!
Penguin Random House also earns
the distinction of being the first
2017 Festival of Trees sponsor!

Elks Camp Barrett
Thanks to Westminster Elks Camp
Barrett sponsorships, once
again this year over 12 families
are sending their children to a
week of Summer Camp!

Something To Ponder

Thank you to our Sponsors, Donors and Volunteers
for helping to make

The Shepherd’s Staff “BAGS AND BASKETS” BINGO
held April 7th the most successful to date!
We’d like to take this opportunity to thank all of the volunteers who have made the generous
donation of their time and energy to make the event a success. Special thanks to this year’s
Bingo Committee: Kira Brandt, Jeannie Deckelbaum, Lois Giles, Brenda Marks,
Brenda Meadows, Karen Rau and Kathy Taylor.

Business Donors and Sponsors
Aaron Robert Salon, Sandi Marsh
Activity Based Systems
American Visionary Art Museum
Applebee’s Neighborhood Grill &
Bar
Basignani Winery
Belisimo's, Finksburg
Black Eyed Susan, Glyndon
Bleken, Tina, Arbonne
Independent Consultant
Bromwell Plumbing and Heating
Buffalo Wild Wings
Carroll County Arts Council
Chick-fil-A – Westminster
Cinco de Mayo Mexican Restaurant
Dover Downs Hotel & Casino
Executive Lawn Service

Frederick Keys Baseball
Genova's To Go – Westminster
Gettysburg Diorama
Gifford, Ann, Keller Williams
Legacy, Westminster
Green Star Outreach
Hancock, Katie, Thirty-One
Independent Consultant
Habaneros Mexican Kitchen
JeannieBird Baking Company
Kinsey, Julia, Independent Avon
Representative
Lincoln Holding Company LLC
Luray Caverns
Maggie's Restaurant
Manchester Family Medicine
Meadows’ Home Improvement
Mount Garage Doors

Individual Donors and Sponsors
Larry and Ronnie Bohn
Ann Bollinger
Kira Brandt
Alivia Brashear & Mike Schmidt
Deckelbaum Family
Jason Deckelbaum
Jeannie Deckelbaum
Sara Deckelbaum
Donna Devilbiss
Dowling Family
Jen Fitzgerald & Family
Friends of Shepherd’s Staff
Ann Gifford
Hanyok Family
Laura Heller
Sharon Inge

Anne Lohnes
Lohnes Family
Brenda Marks & Family
Becki Maurio
Brenda Meadows
Louise Miller
Lou & Judy Piel
Valerie Price
Rau Family
Rose Ritchey and Family
Meghan Rivera
Cindy Potee
George Seylar
Ed & Betsy Sullivan
Kathy Tackett
Mary Lou Tackett
Kathy Taylor

Newseum
Path Technologies, Inc.
Pizza Hut of Maryland Inc.
Rager, Lehman & Houck, PC
Roy Rogers Family Restaurant
Seminary Ridge Museum Sidetracked Antiques and Design
Snippets Hair Studio
Strasburg Railroad
Suite Styles by Donna
TaylorMade Healing
Tevis Oil – Jiffy Mart
The Cutting Garden
The Olde Liberty Shoppe
Thunderhead Bowl & Grill
Wegmans Food Market
Weis Markets, Hampstead
Westminster Car Wash

A Dose of
Inspiration

Worth the Space on Your Refrigerator!

This Is How YOU Are Touching Lives!
“People sometimes don’t understand that something as simple as a shower can uplift someone’s spirits. I have
been blessed with a job but still at the moment am homeless. I come here at least once a week for a shower and not only
am I able to maintain a professional attire and upkeep but truly feel better as a person. I don’t know where I would be
today without the generous, loving and giving people here at Shepherd’s Staff and all the people that volunteer their time
at the Soup Kitchens. Thank you a million times over and God Bless You All!”

Volunteer Spotlight
Ann Gifford
In continuing with our new Volunteer Spotlight feature, this month the focus is on Ann, a volunteer engaged with the organization
since its inception. She shares, “My church, First Presbyterian Church of Westminster, has been involved with The Shepherd’s
Staff from the beginning through the Westminster Ministerium. As we heard about the organzation that first year I decided I
would like to represent my church and to personally be involved. I found the little 'office' at Westminster United Methodist
Church and talked with Kathy Brown. We had known each other through our children and before you knew it I was in deep-and have been ever since!! It has been a joy and very rewarding all of these years!
In the beginning as programs rolled out quickly we did not yet have the volunteer base that is in place today. During
the early times I did a stint at all of the office things that still go on today. Some summers I would be able to be there many
days. Ideas came fast: Back to School, summer camps, Thanksgiving Dinner, fashion shows, themed dinner fundraisers--too
many things to remember!! The last 10 years much of my efforts have centered around our current fund raisers with the
Festival of Trees as a highlight. This event started in Kathy Brown's family room and has been more successful every year!
I loved to walk in during the early years--and even today during busy times--and say "What can I do?" The office
staff is terrific and they make you feel welcome and needed. This ministry has helped me grow in faith and grace over the
years. I will forever be grateful for the opportunity to be a part of Shepherd's Staff. Friends have jumped in to help and
many are still volunteering / donating in many ways. My grandson has gone with me to work on the Back-to-School Program
and one of my sons has volunteered through his church to do work on the property.
There are many stories, but I do still smile when I remember the first year for Back-to-School. We had no idea how
many people would come and were set up in the driveway. The response was overwhelming and though we thought we were
ready and organized, it did seem like a happy circus. It has been heart warming to see the project grow to what it is today-and it runs like clockwork thanks to so many people. As a retired teacher I feel it is so important to get kids as prepared as
they can be. The clients are very grateful. None of us know when we might need a helping hand.”

Thank you, Ann, for your 25+ years of dedication to The Shepherd’s Staff and for being part of our “family.”
Thank you also for all that you’ve done and continue to do for those we collectively serve.

Help the shepherd’s staff Provide
School supplies, new shoes,
and new backpacks
To our local youth in need!
I would like to help by contributing to the Back-to-School Program
Amount Enclosed $100____ $50____ $25____ Other $______
___ Cash ___ Check ___ Credit Card
(Make checks payable to The Shepherd’s Staff. For Credit Card donations call 410-857-5944 or visit our website.)

INCREASE YOUR GIFT — ASK YOUR EMPLOYER IF THEY PROVIDE MATCHING FUNDS!
Name _________________________________________________________
Address _______________________________________________________
City/State/Zip___________________________________________________
Mail: The Shepherd’s Staff, P.O. Box 127, Westminster, MD 21158
Drop Off: 30 Carroll Street, Westminster, MD
Funds in excess of the need for this program may be used for other Shepherd’s Staff programs at the discretion of the Board of Directors.

Support the back-to-school program!
Special Need — Backpacks for Children in Elementary through High School

OR CURRENT RESIDENT
shepstaff@comcast.net

www.shepstaff.org
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