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Have You Ever Had A God Moment?
Dear Friends,
Have you ever had a God moment? One of those moments that brings a deep awareness of God and life? Recently
while attending the ELCA Churchwide Assembly, I encountered a gentleman that brought about one such moment. Each
morning my husband and I walked a bit of a distance to get to our first session. To do this we walked an above ground
walkway and about halfway through there was a sitting area for folks to rest a moment. Each morning as we approached this
crossroads there was an associate of the facility greeting passersby. This particular morning, as we approached the area I
realized I’d forgotten one of my bags and my husband, attending as an observer,
volunteered to run back to the room to get it for me (this was not the God
moment, LOL!).
As I was waiting for his return the associate and I engaged in general
conversation; It’s a beautiful morning! Have you lived here your entire life?
What’s your favorite thing to do in the area? We talked about summer concerts
and things he did as a kid. I then shared a bit about The Shepherd’s Staff and it
was then he opened up. We talked about the laundry and shower facilities, the
fact that you can receive mail, that we distribute coats and personal care
essentials, provide emergency financial assistance, and when needed, hugs to our
guests. We spoke about treating folks with dignity, compassion and respect. We
talked about making eye contact and the importance of listening. It was then he
opened up. He shared that as a child, age 12—13, he was kicked out of his home
and had no where to go, so he wound up homeless on the streets of Milwaukee.
Eventually he started using drugs and his life spiraled out of control. Eventually,
sometime in his 20’s, he was able to turn his life around.
He then asked me what I thought the most important action was for
someone that found themselves in that position. I froze. I knew he knew the answer. I wanted to say the right thing. After a
moment I responded “love.” He responded that, indeed love is important, but, then very graciously he shared that the most
important action was the gift of a hug, because in that moment everything else falls away. You are seen, heard and loved as one
of God’s children...you are worthy. And, of course, we immediately shared a hug.
It was at this point that my husband returned with my bag and my new friend looked at him and jokingly said that he
better take care of me or he’d come find him. As we said our goodbyes and we turned to finish the walk to the conference
area, he called out, “What was the word you used to refer to the folks that you serve?” and I responded, “They are our guests.”
He asked because he is now involved with a shelter organization and he wanted to take the use of the word to the Board as a
suggestion because he felt the term was so much warmer that the term “clients.” For him, being a guest brought to mind a
“temporary” situation versus the fear of the more “permanent” situation of homelessness.
I’d like to invite you, as you go about your day, to be aware of these particular types of moments, for they are the
moments that bring deep awareness of God and of life. That morning, when I least expected it, I was given a gift, one I will
ever hold close to my heart. So as we move into this extremely busy time of the year, please know that within every donation
opportunity (financial or in-kind), every volunteer opportunity, every sponsorship, in fact every interaction we have with
folks all around us, there is an opportunity to experience a “God Moment.” It’s my hope that through your gifts, there is the
possibility that together we offer a “God Moment” to those we serve. Perhaps this guest says it best, she is writing to you as
well, “These ladies are an inspiration to everyone they bless with their love, but sometimes they are that guiding light or just
even that shoulder to cry on or just a friend. Sometimes they are just your inspiration. For me they are the wind beneath my
wings. I don’t know where I would be...without their help and love. THANK YOU FOR BEING THE ANGELS YOU
ARE! I LOVE YOU!”
~ Grace and peace, Brenda Meadows
The Shepherd’s Staff is the recipient of the “2017 Sylvia Canon Humanitarian Award,” the “2016 McDaniel Featured Nonprofit Award,”
the “Carroll County Chamber of Commerce Non Profit Partner in Business Award,” the “2014 William Donald Schaefer Helping People”
and the “2008 Non-Profit Philanthropist of the Year” Awards.

Check Out Our
Website!

Points to Ponder

www.shepstaff.org
Festival of Trees
As you read through this
newsletter, you’ll find some
exciting news about our
13th Annual Festival of
Trees Event. There will be
information about the
activities and entertainment
as well as info on how to
sponsor trees. Many ways
you can be a part of making
this event fabulous follow:
Are you downsizing and
looking for a loving
home for your cherished
ornaments and accessories?
We’re here to help! These
items are used by our
decorators for both our
Silent Auction and gift
baskets. By donating them,
they will bring new joy and
be a part of helping to start
new traditions—and help
raise emergency funds.
We’re currently in
immediate need of Ravens,
Elvis, western, farm, horse,
Irish tree ornaments and
items. Also, interesting
items for I Spy Tree, Iconic
toys (slinky, game pieces,
tinsel garland, spinning top;
metal toy pickup trucks,
jeeps, VW’s, white and
sparkly snowflakes, merlot
colored grapes, harps;
garlands of balls, holly
crystal frosted greens; gold
and silver tinsel garland;
collectibles, tree skirts,
new games and Christmas
novelty items.
We are looking for
decorators as well as folks
to help fluff trees, make
bows, ornaments, gift
baskets and wire items. We
will train you! If interested
please call and ask to speak
with Karen.
Finally, we are looking for
baked goods, choirs of all
types and skill levels,
Sunday School groups
interested in bringing their
living nativity or living
Christmas cards to life at the
event (1 hour time slots). If
interested, please call and
speak to Brenda.

26th Annual Thanksgiving Day Community Dinner
November 28, Noon - 2pm
St. John Roman Catholic Church, 43 Monroe St., Westminster, MD

Everyone Welcome to Share in the Blessings of Food & Friendship!
Last year we served over 200 free meals and 180 were delivered to shut-ins. This year, we expect an
increase in guests and delivery of meals to the elderly and home bound.
To serve this dinner we need your help...donate food items listed
below, grocery gift cards or monetary donations to purchase items needed!

Please donate: Butter, Onions, Celery/Salt/Pepper, Lemonade/Ice Tea Mix, 10 oz Cold Cups,
10 oz Hot Cups, 5 Gallon Trash Bags, Sandwich & Paper Lunch Bags, Paper Towels, Wrapped Candy.

Especially needed: Fruit & Pecan Pies, Cakes, packaged Cookies/Brownies, Apples & Oranges.
Bring donations to the church’s school cafeteria only on Wed., Nov. 27th, 3 - 7pm.
Please do not bring to church office.

Our humble appreciation to Kathy Reid and the incredible number of volunteers
for the gift of their compassion, time and spirit!

Other Ways to Make a Difference!

2018 MARYLAND
CHARITY
CAMPAIGN!

State
Employees
may donate
using code
521710096.

Help us Assist Those with
Critical Health Care Needs

“REX”
The Piggy Bank

Look for “REX” on counters around Carroll
County in October and fill him with loose change.

Or, make a Financial Contribution to the
RX FUND using the coupon on the back. Your
donation is greatly appreciated and will help those
in our Community that do not qualify for other
programs and cannot afford their medical expenses.

A Message from The Shepherd’s Staff
Board President — Larry Bohn
God continues to bless The Shepherd’s Staff with good things! On July 4 we held our annual Fourth of July
picnic with a ton of great food provided by the wonderful folks at Cedarhurst Unitarian Universalists. We
couldn’t have asked for a better event - tasty food, good music provided by Common Ground and weather that
threatened but didn’t deliver a thunderstorm!
The end of August saw us handing out almost 1400 backpacks full of school supplies. Our Back to School
program continues to fill a serious need in the community, and it couldn’t have happened without your support
by providing school supplies and the hard work of Judy Fisher, our Back to School coordinator.
By the time you read this we will have had the September 16 grand opening of our satellite office at Wesley
Freedom Church in Eldersburg. The South Carroll community has been tremendously supportive of The
Shepherd’s Staff for years, and now we can return the favor by providing services for their residents in their
own back yard!
At our September Board meeting we are looking forward to welcoming new member Connie Zumbrun. Connie
has already been an active volunteer, and we look forward to taking advantage of her ideas and energy. She will
make a great addition to our board.
Finally, as God has blessed The Shepherd’s Staff, may God bless you and your family with a wonderful holiday
season!

Our Community Partners
We’d like to extend a truly heartfelt thank you to the Westminster Community Center for their
generosity. Not only was this years Back to School clothing distribution a success, but guests were able to
learn more about the services of both organizations in the process.
“REX”
The Piggy Bank

We would like to let Kathy and Jerry Reid know how much we truly appreciate their taking on the
Chair and delivery of the “Rex” the Piggy Bank Campaign. We couldn’t do this without you! Visit our
website in October to find locations around Carroll County to support this Program.

Thank you to our Back to School Program Chair Judy Fischer and her cadre of wonderful volunteers for a
wildly successful collection / distribution process. A special thanks also to Ronda Robinson for her extremely
generous donation of new clothing and her team for initial set up clothing distribution. Because of all of their
efforts, nearly 1,400 students started the school year off right.
Stop by and see our volunteers on Wednesday, October 16th at our booth at Boscov’s, Friends Helping
Friends day! Help T he Shepherd’s Staff while getting some great deals!
We’d like to thank the folks at the Old Liberty Shop for their support of our endeavors. They are always
there for us, ever so kind, generous and smiling! We are thankful you are a part of our Community!
Once again we’d like to thank Cedarhurst Unitarian Universalists for hosting our annual July 4th Backyard Cookout. It was a
wonderful day filled with great food and fellowship. We’re also always so appreciative for Common Ground on the Hill stopping
by and providing incredible entertainment, In Ian’s Boots for br inging their van filled with shoes to distr ibute to guests. And
again this year, Kona Ice, for providing much needed refreshments on a hot, hot day!
Admiral Cleaners West Talk about getting a war m and toasty feeling...once again they will be cleaning
and providing minor repairs to winter outwear donated for our Call for Coats program!
Thank you to Laurie J. Oakman-Schleicher for being ther e for us over the year s pr oviding her skills gr atis, cr eating logos,
brochures and more. What would we do without you!
Thanks Missie Wilcox of MarketWorks for all you do behind the scenes to give our Festival of Trees marketing
pieces a professional appearance. We couldn’t do it without you!
Tomlin Technology, what can we say...you keep our computer s up and r unning and help secur e our network and PCI Compliance. We’re thankful for your generosity.
What a blessing it is, Immanuel Lutheran Church, Manchester, to be gifted such a wonderful working space to prepare for our
Festival of Trees event. You are such gracious and generous hosts and a kind, caring congregation.

If you’re looking for businesses to support in the Community,
these fine establishments would be wonderful places to start! And, if you happen to know any of
these business owners or individuals, make a point thank them for their generosity and support.

Grand Opening of our Satellite Location at
Wesley Freedom United Methodist Church
It’s extremely humbling to work toward a vision and then experience it become a reality. We’re excited to
report that after working together with the fine folks at Wesley Freedom for quite some time our dream has
become a reality. On Monday, September 16, we celebrated the opening of our first satellite location with
local dignitaries, the fine folks at Wesley, our Board and Staff, along with roughly 70 members of the
community. It was a glorious morning and the realization that we will now be able to meet people where
they are right in South Carroll made it that much better.
As we begin this journey, Wesley will function in much the same capacity that our office on Carroll Street
does, with the following exceptions: there are no laundry and shower facilities or mail services; they will
not take delivery of large furniture, appliances and clothing, but will accept Blessings Closet items. They
will be hosting registration and distribution for programs like Back to School, Stockings and Easter Baskets.
Presently, they will operate on Monday—Thursday 9am-4pm with Blessings Closet available on Monday and
Thursday. Please continue to hold us in your prayers.

Call for Coats

Sixth Annual Christmas Camel Canter 5k and Fun Run
WHO? Runner s and walker s (1 mile) - you, family and friends
WHAT? Sixth Annual Chr istmas Camel Canter
WHERE? Thr ough the Village of Meadow Cr eek. Star t /
Finish at St. Benjamin’s Lutheran Church, 700 Kriders Church
Road, Westminster, MD 21158

WHEN? Satur day, December 7th at 8:30am
WHY? To r aise funds for T he Shepherd’s Staff
HOW? Follow Chr istmas Camel Canter in Westminster for
updates on how to participate / register.

Thank you for helping us make such a difference in these guests lives...as well as many others!
“Thank you so much for helping me with all your blessings and for giving me the strength to keep hope alive and helping me
with my Driver’s License. I’m very thankful for all you have done for my family and I thank God for your Services.”
“Thank you so much for all your help. I have struggled with addiction over the years and finally have gotten myself together
and am so truly grateful for people and places like you in this world.”

Give Back to the Community while Shopping on Amazon.com!
By the time you read this, many of us will have seen Christmas items displayed in
department stores and small businesses around town. While we encourage you to shop local, we realize
that there are times when some of us resort to shopping online. For those times, we’d like to remind and
encourage you to help us help others in the Community while you shop. It’s simple and does not require
a direct monetary donation on your part. All we ask is that if you are an Amazon.com shopper, please
use the AmazonSmile portal and enter The Shepherd’s Staff as your Charity of choice.

You shop. Amazon gives. Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases to the charitable organization. Support your charitable organization by starting
your shopping at: smile.amazon.com

Your support means the world to so many individuals that we serve on your behalf.
Also, remember to follow our FaceBook page for upcoming
Amazon Wishlist purchase opportunities.

Treasured Times — In Honor or Memory

Treasured Times

Our deepest appreciation goes out to the following individuals and families
that have made a donation in support of The Shepherd’s Staff outreach
services and programs in honor or memory of a loved one. Each charitable gift
helps to provide short-term aid and encourage pathways to self sufficiency for
those we serve in the Carroll Community.

In Memory of Richard and Delores Bowers by Joyce Groft.
In Memory of Lynn Eisman by Betsy Eisman and Linda Bluth.
In Memory of David A. Groft by Joyce Groft.
Please call or email The Shepherd’s Staff for more information on how you can make a contribution.

Notes from Parents and Children
Why is it important to receive school supplies?
“When I come to Shepherd’s Staff for my family there are kind, friendly smiles and they make
you laugh.”
“Shepherd’s Staff is my friend. They help me with school supplies for my children. They are
kind and are very helpful when someone is in need. I am glad they are here to help our
community.”
“I am very grateful and appreciative of the Back to School program. It has helped me by being
a single Mom of 2...Very pleasant people and staff members!”
“I am having financial difficulty and they were a Godsend to helping my family in our time of
need.”
“Shepherd’s Staff is a wonderful place. They helped my family with school supplies when we
didn’t have money to buy it. Thank you for all you do to help people.”
“It has provided supplies for my children...God Bless you to all involved.”
“It is super helpful when you have multiple children to shop for. Our family recently had a
drastic change in income and we are very grateful for this program.”
“Back to school would not be possible without The Shepherd’s Staff.”
“I received notice of this program through an email from the Carroll County Public School
System. I medically can’t work. It helps by helping my children have supplies for school.
Grateful that Shepherd’s Staff can assist those of us that struggle to provide for our kids.

Many Thanks to our
Community Partners,
Supporters and Friends!
Grace Lutheran Church

There are no words to
express our thanks for all you
do to provide a home for us
at The Shepherd’s Staff.
Without your extremely
generous and gracious gifts,
we could not do what we do
to serve our guests in this
community. What a blessing
you are to not only us, but
the folks we serve each day.
Thank you from the bottom
our hearts!
SAVE THE DATE—Empty Bowls

Watch for more information on
our 4th Annual Empty Bowls of
Carroll County to be held on
April 5, 2020. We’ll be
looking for volunteers as well as
help to make bowls and soup!

“Giving Tuesday”
“We have a day for giving
thanks right before the
Christmas season, so it makes
sense that we also have a day
for giving back. Somewhat
awkwardly, these days are
separated by three days
dedicated to excessive shopping
(I’m looking at you Black
Friday, Small Business
Saturday, Cyber Monday).
Yes, the Tuesday after Black
Friday is known as ‘Giving
Tuesday’ ” (Huffington Post,
Betsy Isaacson, 11.2.12)
If you’re thinking about
participating in “Giving
Tuesday” this year, it falls on
December 3rd. Consider
visiting our website,
www.shepstaff.org to make
your donation! Your dollars
will be put to good use right
here in your own Community.
Something to Ponder

Were you aware that
last year alone The
Shepherd’s Staff served
nearly 4,000 families? If
you’re interested in joining
us, please reach out for
more information.

The Wonderful Gift of Haircuts
For over four years now, once each month, haircuts are available to anyone in need of one. Julie and Zoey from Aaron
Robert Salon, Bryan from Westminster Barber Shop, Lorenia from Tu Style Barber Shop and Laura from Chop Shop swing by
The Shepherd’s Staff to offer free haircuts—now in the hundreds. They each bring kindness and smiles to the folks that stop
by in need of a cut. They give of their time and expect nothing in return. We love the last Wednesday afternoon of the month,
it’s always an afternoon of smiles, laughter, good conversation and generous people sharing their gifts with others! Next time
you need a cut / style, consider stopping by one of these fine establishments, both you and they’ll be happy you did!

Too Much Stuff?

Shop with a Cop Partnership
an Overwhelming Success

Join your friends and neighbors in supporting
The Shepherd’s Staff outreach services and programs
while honoring the memory of a loved one or marking
a special occasion Each charitable gift helps to provide
short-term aid and encourages pathways to selfsufficiency for those we serve in the Carroll Community.

What an incredible day! We
can’t say enough about our
Shop with a Cop partners,
the Westminster Police
Department and Carroll
County Sheriffs office. We
especially thank Vicky McDonold for taking the lead and the
wonderful team that pulled this off. We had a beautiful day
again this year and were able host the event outdoors. The
smiles on the children’s faces as they enjoyed the day were
priceless! SWAC was able to provide over 150 children with
the school supplies necessary to start the year off on the right
foot. The kids enjoyed a DJ spinning tunes, toured a school
bus, and had eye exams, in addition to lunch, a snowball and
ice cream. Again this year, The Spa on West Main, was on
hand and provided well roughly 40 haircuts! Not only did
the event provide students with the supplies necessary for the
coming year, it allowed them to interact with police officers
in a positive and friendly environment. A special shout out
to everyone that helped to make this event a success!

Consider requesting or giving an
Alternative Gift this Holiday Season!

Back to School Outreach Expansion
Many thanks to all of our Community Partners, including
CCPS, and volunteers that helped facilitate the on and offsite
registration and distribution of our Back to School supplies.
Families were able to register their children at 15 different
locations around the County to receive backpacks, school
supplies, clothing and a voucher for a Walmart gift card for a
new pair of shoes. Because of their willingness to serve, once
again over 200 students in remote areas of the County were
provided with BTS necessities. In addition, over 25 Carroll
County businesses served as drop off locations around the
County making it easier than ever for folks to donate
(THANK YOU!) and serve the needs of nearly 1,400 students.

A Few More Ways to Help with The Shepherd’s Staff Mission
The Shepherd’s Table History and Help
By 1993, within 2 years after The Shepherd’s Staff opened
it’s doors, we began targeting additional unmet needs—something
we continue to do to this day. At the time, this led to the creation of
the year-round weekly soup kitchen – The Shepherd’s Table and an
annual Community Thanksgiving Day Dinner.
The number of Churches involved ebbs and flows, but for the most
part stays around 8 churches on a rotating schedule. Of late, some
of our Churches are having difficulty finding volunteers to cook and
serve the meal and we have lost two churches over the past three
years. It’s so important to keep the old adage “Many hands make
light work” in mind. Please consider being a part of the rotating
schedule; we’re looking for 3-4 new churches and / or community
groups that would be willing to give us a call to chat about what’s
involved and perhaps take a tour as the meal is being served. The
next step could be picking up a shift in the rotating cycle. On
average between 60-120 folks are served each Friday at noon at the
Westminster United Methodist Church at the corner of Main and
Center Sts. If interested, our dedicated Chair, Linda Sterner, would
be happy to hear from you. Just call the office and we’ll put you in
touch.
This is important work in our Community; as you are literally
“feeding His sheep.” Breaking bread with others is but one way we
can share the love of Christ with our neighbors. We’d love to hear
from you ~

Blues Christmas and Homeless Memorial
The Sixth Annual Blues Christmas and Homeless Memorial
is scheduled to be hosted at St. Paul’s UCC, Green and Bond
Sts. on Saturday, December 21st. This moving community
event includes awesome blues and a meaningful time of
awareness centered around the costs of homelessness in our
Community and around the Country. We’d love to have you
join and participate in this moving celebration of life. For
more information, please don’t hesitate to call.
Visit Mistletoe Mart
Ascension Episcopal Church
23 N Court Street
Westminster, MD
Nov. 7 & 8 10am-7:30pm
Nov. 9, 10am-4:30pm
410-848-3251
See Insert for More Info

“Holy One, when the tasks of the day overwhelm me,
speak to me and guide me. Help me to trust that you
have called me to work to help others and that your will
always give me what I need. Remind me that you are
always with me. Always. Amen.”
~ The Word In Season, Vol 87, No. 3

Save the Dates!
Empty Bowls

Sunday, April 5, 2020

Designer Bag and Basket Bingo
Friday, April 17, 2020

More information to follow on ways you can support both
of these amazing events. Get the latest information on
these and other exciting programs and fundraising events
by following us on Social Media.
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Help Those With Critical Health Care Needs!
Throughout the month of October you’ll see “REX” The Piggy Bank on counters around Carroll County.
Whenever you see “Rex” take a moment to donate your spare change in Support of our RX Fund.

Yes, I will make a donation to help change lives!
___Cash ___Check / Amount Enclosed ___$250 ___$100 ___$50 ___$25 ___other $

Name_________________________________________________________
“REX”
The Piggy Bank

Address_______________________________________________________
City/State/ZIP__________________________________________________

Look for “REX”
the Piggy Bank
throughout
Carroll County
in October
and Help Fill
Him Up!

E-Mail________________________________________________________
For address changes, please email info@shepstaff.org
Please make checks payable to: The Shepherd’s Staff

Mail: The Shepherd’s Staff, P.O. Box 127, Westminster, MD 21158
Drop Off: 30 Carroll Street, Westminster, MD 21157
410-857-5944 / info@shepstaff.org / www.shepstaff.org
Please ask if your employer has a matching gifts program.
This could double, even triple, your gift if your employer agrees
to match your most recent gift.

Simply obtain a matching gift form from your Human Resources Department, fill it out and
return it to The Shepherd’s Staff (even if you are retired you may be eligible for a matching gift). Thank you!

