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“Even though I’m a Bum”

CLOSET

This morning started with the following prayer from the devotional, The Word In Season: “Gracious
God, thank you for the work you have given me to do this week. I ask you to show me how to use the work
of my hands and heart and mind to help my neighbor. May I reflect your love and grace in my face and
words and work.” WOW! “May I reflect your love and grace in my face and words and work…” What an
incredible mantra to use to begin the day.
It’s important to note that I’m writing this on Valentine’s Day.
Some reading this will have had special moments this day, filled with
love and with the people they love. Others, not so much. Don’t get
me wrong, celebrating the people we love is a beautiful and important
way to honor them. But, it’s here, with the “others” where reflecting
God’s love becomes especially important.
When guests were asked how we made a positive influence on
their family they wrote, “When I had no family, The Shepherd’s Staff
looked after my family as their own.” Another writes, “If it was not
for their love and support...I don’t know how we would make it.”
And yet, another begins, “I would like to thank you from the bottom
of my heart, I came in homeless and crying [and was] greeted with
open arms.” Yes, these notes continue further with specifics about
how they were helped through our emergency financial and in-kind
programs, like our Blessings Closet, but I find the words used by our
guests to thank you (our supporters) in times of struggle remarkable.
Words like family, love, and heart. The words they so carefully
selected stress not only the importance of how they were helped, but how it made them feel. There is Maya
Angelou quote circulating that rings true here, “People will forget what you said. People will forget what
you did. But people will never forget how you made them feel.” That quote seems to be hammered home
by this note of thanks from another guest. The front of the card reads, “Thanks a lot, Thanks a million,
Thanks a bunch, Thanks a ton, Thanks so much.” Open to the handwritten note inside and you’ll find,
“Could there possibily be any Thanks left? Yes, 2 more—Thanks to Shepherd’s Staff, the entire staff and
one “Angel” in particular. I only come in an emergency. But every time I do, it’s a treat. [The Staff ] is
warm, caring and beautiful. Even though I’m a bum, [they] make me feel like a king! So again—Thank
you Shepherd’s Staff. And the second thanks? Thanks God!” I would like to add one final thanks, and that
thanks is to you, our supporters. We appreciate your in-kind and financial support as well as your prayers.
We can’t do any of this without your unwavering support.
~ Grace and peace, Brenda Meadows

PLEASE HELP FILL

The Blessings Closet!

Donate An Item, Make A Monetary Donation, Or Host A Drive.

Visit our website for
programs and
fundraisers!
www.shepstaff.org
info@shepstaff.org
Tickets Available Online
March 1st!
“10th Annual BINGO”

April 17, 2020
Please see
Flyer for Details.

Act fast this event sells
out quickly!

Easter Will Be Here Before You Know It!
Assemble Easter Baskets for Infants through Teens

Last year, with your help we distributed over 1,560 Easter Baskets. We are
now accepting donations of Easter Baskets through March 27. Please mark with
gender and age. Include items that signify the “True Meaning of Easter”
(coloring / storybooks, crosses, bibles, etc.). Less candy is appreciated. Wrap
in cellophane for distribution and deliver finished basket(s) to The Shepherd’s
Staff office, 30 Carroll Street, Westminster, MD for distribution between
March 30—April 10. Drop off hours are Mon, Tues, Fri 10am-2pm and Thr 3-7pm.
For special delivery arrangements please call 410-857-5944.

Join the “Good Friday Cross Walk”!
On Friday, April 10 the Westminster Ministerium will once again host a
Good Friday Walk. The walk will begin at 11am with a Service held at noon. Please
follow our FaceBook page for more details or as the date draws near call Pastor Marty
Kuchma, St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, Westminster, MD, 410-848-5975.

In Special Appreciation
Our deepest thanks to the Carroll County Times for selecting
The Shepherd’s Staff as a recipient of the 2019 Holiday Hope Campaign!

Gifts of Hope — In Honor or Memory
Save the Date!
14th Annual
2020 Festival of Trees

Nov 27—Nov 29
WE APPRECIATE YOU!

“Let us be grateful to
the people who make
us happy; they are the
charming gardeners who
make our souls blossom.”
~ Marcel Proust
BACK TO SCHOOL

It’s hard to believe we’re
already setting dates for
the back-to-school
Program! We’ll begin
accepting donations /
registration beginning
June 15! There are also
volunteer opportunities
available. Later this
Spring, please call or visit
our website for more
information.

Our deepest appreciation goes out to the following individuals and families that have
made a donation in support of The Shepherd’s Staff outreach services and programs in honor
or memory of a loved one. Each charitable gift helps us be a “Beacon of Hope, Empowering
Change and Transforming Lives,” providing short-term aid and encouraging pathways to self
sufficiency. All helping to keep our families working and productive members of the Carroll
Community.
In Memory of my Lynn Eisman by Kaye Rineer
In Memory of my parents Roland and Alice Petit by Ann Fariss
In Memory of Mary Lou Tackett by Elmer Wolfe Elementary Family; Nathan & Lisa Beil;
Gary & Brenda Meadows; Richard & Barbara Luckenbaugh; Dee Roush; Center Point UMC;
David & Leslie Brannon; Richard & Bonnie Clendaniel; Potee Family; Troy, Stacey, Marlee &
Sydni; Sharon L. Greenway; Christine Smith & Kathy Goldbeck; Brian & Lisa Foreman; Mark
& Lisa Tingler; Odis & Mary Comstock; Gaver & Laurie Bullock & Danny Bullock; the MacLean
-Blevins Family; David & Michelle Parrish; William & Pamela Cherundolo; Gerald & Cheryl
Parrish, Jr; Mildred Ecker; Scott & Daphne “Merkle” Dressler.
In Honor of Larry Bohn by J. Christopher Clise & family
In Honor of Ann Young by Susan J. Smith
Please call or email The Shepherd’s Staff for more information on how
you can make a Meaningful Gift contribution in honor or memory of someone.

A Message from The Shepherd’s Staff’s
Board of Directors

St. Paul counsels us in chapter four of his 1st letter to Peter “Like good stewards of the manifold grace
of God, serve one another with whatever gift each of you has received.” Paul’s guidance exemplifies
The Shepherd’s Staff and its faithful community of staff, volunteers, patrons and board members.
We continue to be blessed by the outpouring of donations (both monetary and in-kind), volunteers,
community recognition and support. Each day we serve a community in need and each day we hear
stories of gratitude for our assistance and see proof of God’s love in action. We are served by so many
individuals with a myriad of God-given talents, small and large, each using their respective skills to help
our neighbors and glorify God.
This Christmas season saw a Festival of Trees event that continues each year to successfully surpass the
financial results of the prior year. We were also once again blessed to be recipients of the generous
Holiday Hope funds.
It is with a humble and gracious heart that we extend a Thank you to all our friends, neighbors, staff and
volunteers. Your service, compassion and caring spread the love of Christ to all.

News from our Satellite—Wesley Freedome UMC
Walt Disney said, “All our dreams can come true if we have the courage to pursue them”. There is one
little word in this statement that I would change. I would change the word “if” to “when”; “All our
dreams can come true “when” we have the courage to purse them”. That little conjunction means, in the
event that, on condition, that something will only come true, “if” we do something. But, let’s replace
that conjunction with the noun “when”; which according to Merriam/Webster means, “The time in
which something is done or comes about”.
In other words when, not if, we have the courage to pursue our dreams they can come true. My dreams
for 2020 is that we Dare to dream big of the kind of impact we can make in our community through the
Family Resource Center. That we Reach those in our community with the message of God’s love
through serving those that are marginalized. That we Expect God to show up because He is faithful; we
are reminded that, “He who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of
Jesus Christ.” I dream that we will Aim high with our goals of adding resource, support, mission
opportunities, etc. because with God all things are possible. Finally, when we dare to dream big, when
we reach out to those in our community, when we expect God to be in our midst, when we aim high we
will then Meet the needs of those in Carroll County who deserve resources and support.

News from The Shepherd’s Table

Please check our website
for more details
about programs
and fundraisers!
LENTEN PRAYER

Invite Us Deeper
Almighty and ever
living God,
you invite us deeper
into your world, your
people, your Lent.
May this time be one
of outward focus;
seeking you in those
we often ignore.
Help us live a Lent
focused on freedom,
generosity, and
encounter.
Give us hearts hungry
to serve you
and those who need
what we have to give.
- Author Unknown
THE SHEPHERD’S TABLE
WE NEED YOUR HELP!
Is your Organization
interested in joining our
rotation hosting the Friday
noon meal a few weeks a
year? If so, please call
410-857-5944 for a tour
or more information!

WISH LIST
PRO BONO NEEDS
-

Lawn Service
Off-site Storage Unit
Housekeeping
Year-round workspace
Program Coordinators

DONATIONS NEEDED
-

Office Supplies
Silent Auction Items
Collectibles
Jewelry:
+ new or gently used
+ broken for repurposing
- Bankers’ Boxes
- Plastic Storage Totes

Call for more information.

Please be sure to
“LIKE” and Follow
The Shepherd’s Staff
on FaceBook, Instagram
and LinkedIn!

Yard Sale Donations
Will Only Be Accepted
beginning Monday, May 4-May 22.
A listing of acceptable items will be
posted on our Website and FB.

SHED CLOSED - Storm Damage
Due to an abundance of caution and concern for our
volunteers, guests, donors and staff, we ask that you
do not drop off donations until the damage to our
trees and wires have been repaired and cleaned up.
Until further notice, we will only be accepting items
for our Blessings Closet, Easter Baskets, Bingo and
Empty Bowls. These items should be brought
inside using the front entrance. No items are to be
left outside at the shed until further notice. We
appreciate your support and understanding. A couple
photos of the damage follow:

Staying Humble and Being Kind
Okay, let’s set the scene. You’re a single parent with a
child. You work full time for $14. You bring home roughly
$800 per paycheck. Your bills: $900 rent, $250 utilities,
$250 car payment, $150 car insurance. So let’s do the
math. You bring home about $1600 a month and your bills
average about $1550, give or take. You’re making it, but
barely. (This doesn't even include groceries, internet, cable,
cell phone, etc.; nor does it include child tax credit or child
support.)
Now, it’s a really cold December and you get a power bill
for $600. How do you pay that? To put it simply, you
don’t. Because you can’t. So your power gets shut off. But
you know what your lease says? It says you get evicted if
your utilities are terminated. So now you’re in court, in
front of a judge, and you have 10 days to get out.
Well, you’re in luck! Because you found somewhere with
3 days to spare and it’s only $650 a month! But to get in,
you have to pass a background and credit check. Which
you can’t, because you just got evicted. You’ve never been
a criminal, but even if you could pass it, you’re looking at
$1300 to move in, after paying the deposit and first
month’s rent.

Time’s up! Landlord shows up at 7am with the police and
changed your locks. So now you’re living in your car with
your 7 year old daughter and everything you need to get
by. You tried to get a storage unit, but you don’t have a
billing address so they won’t sell one to you, so you could
only take what would fit in your backseat. You pay to
shower at local truck stops and eat whatever can be cooked
in a gas station microwave. Someone sees you and your
daughter living like this and calls CPS; guess what happens
next. They remove your child from your care. As if this
isn’t devastating enough, you lose your job too, because
“an employee losing their child reflects poorly on this
company.”
So now, you apply for an apartment with the region, where
the waiting list is 3-7 years. Then you go into WalMart to
put in an application. When you get back to your car, you
see that your back window has been smashed and someone
helped themselves to your belongings. Remember that it is
December, and really cold, and now you have damage to
your only shelter. You call your car insurance, who says
your deductible is $1,000 AND they’re going to increase
your monthly rate since you’re now “high risk.” You call
the homeless shelter as a last resort.....and all their beds
are full.
I’ll stop here, because I think you get the point. The
people we work with everyday are these people. WE ARE
THESE PEOPLE. W e are all so close to homelessness and
don’t even realize it. All it takes is one unexpected bill, one
fender bender, one lay-off, one house fire, etc.
This is about staying humble and being kind. You never
know what a difference it will make in someone’s life.
~ Message attributed to Danika Harnett
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Ways to Help:
Donate an Item.
Make a Monetary Donation.
Host a drive.

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

CLOSET

Please Help Fill The Blessings Closet
PLEASE HELP FILL

The Blessings Closet!

Donate An Item — Make A Monetary Donation — Host A Drive
MOST NEEDED ITEMS

Toilet Paper
Powdered Laundry Detergent
Deodorant
Shampoo

CLOSET

Trash Bags
Dish Soap
Pine Sol
Paper Towels

Diapers and Pull-ups — All sizes — Children & Adult
Checks payable to The Shepherd’s Staff. Please discuss donations with your tax advisor.

Funds in excess of the need for this program may be used for other Shepherd’s Staff programs at the discretion of the Board of Directors.

Cash__ Check __ Amount Enclosed $250__ $100__ $50__ Other $_______
Name_______________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_________________________________________________________________
Mail: The Shepherd’s Staff, P.O. Box 127, Westminster, MD 21158 or Drop Off: 30 Carroll Street, Westminster, MD

