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“Everybody Longs to be Loved”

CLOSET

“Love isn’t a perfect state of caring, it’s an active noun like ‘struggle.’ To love someone is to strive
to accept that person exactly the way he or she is, right here and now.1” As I reflected upon the words of
Mr. Rogers, I was immediately drawn to how it is we attempt to serve our neighbors at The Shepherd’s Staff.
Some days are easier than others; a typical day may consist of someone walking through our doors humbly
seeking assistance or someone at their wit’s end, having been down this road before and seeing no end to their
struggle in sight. But, love is also an action! And, it is through this action that we, with your help, work to
serve those in our community each day.
When working with each guest, we strive to be in that moment, looking for the best in that person,
striving to do “what God does; so in appreciating our neighbor, we’re participating in something truly
sacred.2” Such action is evidenced through the words shared by one of our guests, “Words cannot properly
express the level of love and caring that originates from everyone at The Shepherd’s Staff. If a person is in need
of anything, whether it be food, clothing or assistance of any other kind, if it can be done, The Shepherd’s Staff
will find a way to do it...The heartbeat of the program is Ms. Velma, a woman truly gifted by God in bringing
joy and hope into peoples lives who otherwise may have no where else to turn. She truly is an angel sent by the
Lord. I feel comfort and peace just by being on the grounds...and God’s reflection shines through all those who
work there.”
I wish I could remember the source of the following concept, as it has stuck with me for years, and that
is, what if, when we looked into each face, we saw the face of Jesus? What would we do? How would that
change our response as we all go about our daily lives? Perhaps our response would be to provide the little
things so important to the families we serve, “Sometimes it’s the little things that matter and it seems to me
Shepherd's Staff and its leaders and volunteers understand this. Whether it’s a role of toilet paper, some trash
bags, a shower or some clean laundry….these small items can boost a person’s self-esteem and help them sustain
another day, week, month or year.”

I agree with Fred Rogers, “I think everybody longs to be loved, and longs
to know that he or she is lovable and, consequently, the greatest thing that we
can do is to help somebody know that they’re loved and capable of loving.3”
There are many ways to show your love this Lenten season, fill a Blessings Bag—
yes, a roll of toilet paper and a bottle of shampoo make a difference, stuff an
Easter Basket, Volunteer, make a Financial Donation, join us at our Empty Bowls
fundraiser on March 18 and / or keep us in your Prayers. By acting on your
compassion, we are able to participate in something truly sacred together. Join me in my Lenten journey,
“Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you calling in the night. I will go Lord, if you lead me. I will hold
your people in my heart.” (Dan Schutte)

~ Grace and peace, Brenda Meadows
1,2,3

The radical—but gentle—faith of Mister Rogers

PLEASE HELP FILL

The Blessings Closet!

Donate An Item, Make A Monetary Donation, Or Host A Drive.

Visit our website for
programs and
fundraisers!
www.shepstaff.org
shepstaff@comcast.net
Call NOW for Tickets!

“8th Annual BINGO”

April 13, 2018
Please see included
Flyer for Details.

Act fast this event sells
out quickly!

Easter Will Be Here Before You Know It!
Assemble Easter Baskets for Infants through Teens

Last year, with your help we distributed over 1,300 Easter Baskets. We are
now accepting donations of Easter Baskets through March 16th. Please mark with
gender and age. Include items that signify the “True Meaning of Easter”
(coloring / storybooks, crosses, bibles, etc.). Less candy is appreciated. Wrap
in cellophane for distribution and deliver finished basket(s) to The Shepherd’s
Staff office, 30 Carroll Street, Westminster, MD through March 16 for
distribution between March 19-30. Drop off hours are MTF 10am-2pm and
Thr
3-7pm. For special delivery arrangements please call 410-857-5944.

Join the “Good Friday Cross Walk”!
On Friday, March 30th the Westminster Ministerium will once again host a
Good Friday Walk beginning at 11am at Westminster United Methodist Church,
165 E Main Street, Westminster, MD and will end at Ascension Episcopal Church,
23 N Court Street, Westminster, MD with several stops along the way. You are
welcome to join at the beginning of the walk, along the way, or for the ending Service
at noon. For more information call Pastor Eric Marsteller, St. Mary’s United Church
of Christ, Silver Run, 410-346-7977.

In Special Appreciation

Save the Date!
12th Annual
2018 Festival of Trees

Our deepest thanks to the Carroll County Times for selecting
The Shepherd’s Staff as a recipient of the 2017 Holiday Hope Campaign!
Because of the generosity of the CCT’s and community givers,
over $34,000 was raised in support of our Emergency and Crisis endeavors.

Nov 23—Nov 25
DONATIONS

Please be sure to
stop inside first prior to
dropping off donations.
BACK TO SCHOOL

It’s hard to believe we’re
already setting dates for

The Shepherd’s Staff
back-to-school

Program! We’ll begin

accepting donations /
registering students
beginning June 18!
There are also volunteer
opportunities available.
Please call or visit our
website for more
information.

Gifts of Hope — In Honor or Memory
Our deepest appreciation goes out to the following individuals and families that have
made a donation in support of The Shepherd’s Staff outreach services and programs in honor
or memory of a loved one. Each charitable gift helps to provide short-term aid and encourage
pathways to self sufficiency helping to keep our families working and productive members of
the Carroll Community.
In Memory of my parents Roland & Alice Petit by Ann Fariss
In Memory of Anna L Blais by Mr. & Mrs. Peter Farnum, Lucy Shipley, Iris Shipley -Foxwell,
Vernon & Helen Williams, Doris & Sandy Wilson, Maurice & Cynthia Shipley, Robert &
Andrea Sherwood, Joanne Morris, Roger & Connie Miller, Robert & Bridget Hutchinson, Sr.,
Mr. & Mrs. Grant Dannelly, the Catholic Daughters of the America’s St. Joseph’s #2300
Sykesville, Fred & Peggy Gaver
In Honor of Rev. Dr. Marty Kuchma, Pastor; Ronald Douglas, Director of Music;
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ by S usie W ar n er
In Honor of Lou and Judy Piel for all of their devotion to the people of Carroll County by
Bobby & Bonnie Graham
Please call or email The Shepherd’s Staff for more information on how
you can make a contribution in honor or memory of someone.

A Message from The Shepherd’s Staff’s
Board of Directors

A popular expression in Spanish regarding collaboration is poner mi grano de arena,
literally to 'put my grain of sand,' referring to someone doing their little bit as part of
something greater.

Please check our website
for more details
about programs
and fundraisers!
www.shepstaff.org
LENTEN PRAYER

I can think of no better way to summarize the work I have done with The Shepherd's Staff
Lord, grant us simplicity of
over the past five years: a small donation here, volunteering with a fundraiser there, sharing my
faith and a generosity of
talents as a member of the Board of Directors. When you witness the need and the gratitude of
service that gives without
counting cost.
our clients, those individual efforts never feel like enough. Yet, somehow, my grains of sand
A life overflowing with Grace
combine with those of countless other volunteers to form something significant, much bigger,
poured out from the One
all in service to those most in need in our community.
who gave everything,
I invite you to add your own grain of sand to our efforts this spring - as I know many of you
that we might show
already have: by dropping off items for our annual Easter Basket distribution, volunteering to
the power of love
to a broken world,
help with distribution or attending our second annual Empty Bowls fundraiser. Each of these
and share the truth
efforts provide vital support and, in turn, dignity to our clients and their families.
from a living Word.
With much gratitude for your generous ongoing support of the important work of The
Lord, grant us simplicity of
Shepherd's Staff, Becki Maurio
faith, and a yearning to
Thanks for your expressions of support!
share it.
Under Creative Commons
License: Attribution

A Very Special Thanks to our
Community Partners
MarketWorks for
their amazing support of
our Festival of Trees
marketing initiative.
Jiffy Mart
for their always incredible year end fundraiser for
our Rex Campaign and the
new Water Campaign.
Freedom Elementary
for School Supplies and Outerwear.
Westminster Rescue Mission for
being such a wonderful partner in this
Community.
COB51 for th eir suppor t over th e
course of the entire year! You guys are
simply amazing!
And, finally, in Decem b er ou r
long time volunteer, Donna Hines, retired. She gave all she had whenever
she was on site and was dedicated to
the
organization, beyond compare.
We miss her and continue to keep her
in our hearts, minds and prayers.

THE SHEPHERD’S TABLE
Is your Church Group
interested in joining our
rotation hosting the Friday
noon meal a few weeks a
year? If so, please call
410-857-5944!

NEWSLETTER
Many thanks to the fine
folks at St. John’s Lutheran,
Greenmount UMC of the
North Carroll Coop Parish
and Welsey UMC for their
help with the preparation of
this publication for mailing!

WISH LIST
PRO BONO NEEDS
-

Lawn Service
Off-site Storage Unit
Housekeeping
Year-round workspace
Program Coordinators

DONATIONS NEEDED
-

Office Supplies
Silent Auction Items
Collectibles
Jewelry:
+ new or gently used
+ broken for repurposing
- Bankers’ Boxes
- Plastic Storage Totes

Call for more information.

Please be sure to
“LIKE” and Follow
The Shepherd’s Staff
on FaceBook!

Hourly Wage Necessary for 2-Bedroom Rental Home

Please Join Us for Our Second Annual Empty Bowls Event!

In Humble Appreciation






“I am so very grateful for your help. In a time in my life
when I felt hopeless you provided a way. I am a victim
of domestic violence and you have provided a way for
me to be able to stand on my own two feet. I have hope
because of you and my goal is to finish College while
working and raising my boys so that one day I will be
able to help women and children just the way you have
helped me.” Domestic Violence Survivor
“If not for the love and support from The Shepherd’s
Staff...I don’t know how we would make it...because of
their love and support [our daughter] just made the
National Society of High School Scholars. They [have
helped] financially and materially due to my husband
being a disabled combat veteran, they have become my
family. XOXO” Veteran
“I’m a person who has a very hard time asking for help.
In the times I have visited The Shepherd’s Staff they
have been very kind and understanding and have
helped me...The kind people here have actually helped
save my life with the help I received and in return I try
to donate and give back as much as I can. It’s very
good that a place like this exists to help people in their
time of need. I’m very grateful.” Fallen on Hard Times

Betty writes, “One recent morning while fixing a cup of

In Remembrance
coffee and gazing out my window at my flowers something
caught my eye. A ray of sunlight piercing through the tree
touched a dew drop on the edge of the sun dial and burst
into a compass rose of light. It was spell binding and with
the earth’s rotation, lasted only a few moments. I couldn’t
take my eyes off this miraculous event. That ray of light
was a gift from above, meant only for me. Thank you
Lord.”
In her passing Betty left this lovely reminder behind for all
of us, it reminds us to take pause and time to enjoy the gifts
we are given each day. Thank you, Betty, for all of the gifts
you so willingly shared. Thank you, Jim and Brenda Marks
& Family, for allowing us to share her beauty with the rest
of the world.
~ Betty Lee Farrar, May 10, 1938—January 25, 2018,
Festival of Trees Decorator and Friend
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Ways to Help:
Ask Us About Our Blessings Bags!
Donate an Item.
Make a Monetary Donation.
Host a drive.

OR CURRENT RESIDENT

CLOSET

Please Help Fill The Blessings Closet
PLEASE HELP FILL

The Blessings Closet!

Donate An Item — Make A Monetary Donation — Host A Drive.
MOST NEEDED ITEMS

Toilet Paper
Powdered Laundry Detergent
Deodorant
Shampoo

CLOSET

Trash Bags
Dish Soap
Pine Sol
Paper Towels

Diapers and Pull-ups — All sizes — Children & Adult
Checks payable to The Shepherd’s Staff. Donations are tax deductible.

Funds in excess of the need for this program may be used for other Shepherd’s Staff programs at the discretion of the Board of Directors.

Cash__ Check __ Amount Enclosed $100__ $50__ $25__ Other $_______
Name_______________________________________________________________________
Address _____________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip_________________________________________________________________
Mail: The Shepherd’s Staff, P.O. Box 127, Westminster, MD 21158 or Drop Off: 30 Carroll Street, Westminster, MD

Please note revisions and return in enclosed envelope.

