
Dear Friends,

One of my favorite hymns has always been “How Great Thou Art” (Evangelical Lutheran Worship, 856).  Immediately upon 
hearing the introduction I am overwhelmed with emotion.  I can barely sing.  The words “O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder 
consider all the works thy hand hath made…”  leave me speechless.  Even now, just typing this one line, I can barely see the screen.  
I may need a minute.  

So when my husband, Gary, recently asked me to take a minute to read an article by author Angela !Khabeb in Living Lutheran 
Magazine entitled “God’s Omnipresent Majesty” that referenced the hymn, I immediately took a few moments to do so. In it she 
posited an attempt at an additional verse for the beloved hymn:

“Oh Lord my God, we marvel at the myst’ry

That you are one among the least of these.

Christ is revealed, present beyond the boundaries,

And there we meet God’s holy majesty.

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to thee,

How great thou art!  How great thou art!”  

As I read the “attempt” it gave me pause, as this is where we meet our guests every day, “present beyond the boundaries” and it 

are able to serve our community.  We recognize and honor that we do this on your behalf and we are blessed to do so.  

“I really appreciate you guys helping me and my family out.  I’m taking care of my 8 grandkids right now and it’s hard to make 
ends meet at the end of the month.  Thank you for the food.  My grandkids eat a lot.  Thank you for helping me with my medicine.  
My doctor gave me new medicine and I don’t have all the money to get it, but I need it for my heart.  Thank you so much for the 

which helps with prescriptions and medical bills.  We are seeing more folks struggling to meet these needs.  Increasingly we’re 
seeing more and more seniors, many of which are grandparents raising or helping to raise their grandchildren and are giving up 
their prescriptions to provide food and other necessities for them.  Many, like the following guest have limited income, “Shepherd’s 

“When life gets challenging it “When life gets challenging it 
can be hard to see the path.”can be hard to see the path.”
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“When life gets challenging it 
can be hard to see the path.”

“I Came Here Homeless and Crying and You Greeted Me with Open Arms”

your help.  I have health issues.  Bless you for helping.”

crisis when we meet them.  Some even go out of their way to show their appreciation, “I 
would like to thank you from the bottom of my heart, I came here homeless and crying and 

You were very friendly and happy and made me feel the same.”  

event sponsorships and more.  Information can be found throughout the newsletter for each 
of these options. Another way you can help is to tell your friends, churches, businesses 
and community organizations about us.  Share our information with the groups you are 
involved with and when you’re done with this newsletter, pass it along so a friend can learn 
more about us too.  In doing so we, together, will be “there to meet God’s holy majesty.”

      ~Grace and peace, Brenda Meadows



for programs and 
fundraisers! 

As you read through 
this newsletter, you’ll 

about our 16th Annual 
Festival of Trees event.  

sponsorship information 
as well as information 
on how you’ll be able 

to enjoy and participate 
in this year’s festivities.  

Once again this year 
you’ll be able to join us 

in person and bid onsite, 
while also having the 

opportunity to bid from 
the comfort of your own 

home.

But, we need your help.  
There are many ways you 
can be a part of making 
this event the best ever:

Are you downsizing 
and looking for a loving 
home for your cherished 
collections, ornaments 
and accessories?  We’re 

here to help!  These 
items are used by our 
decorators to create 

Auction items.  By 
donating them, they 

will continue to bring 
joy and take on new life 
while helping to start 

new traditions.  Perhaps 
the best part is that they 
will help raise emergency 
funds for those in need 

remember to call to 
schedule a time to drop 

Follow us on Social Media 
for more information 

on these and other fun 
events we’ve put together 
to help add some joy to 

your holiday season.

Points to Ponder

Save the Dates

Sunday, March 26th, 2023. We will be looking for 
volunteers as well to help make bowls. Follow The Shepherd’s 

for more information!

We will be hosting our Bingo event on Friday, April 21st, 
2023. Follow for more information!

 
 

 
Thursday, November 24, 2022 - 12pm to 2pm

29th Annual Community
Thanksgiving Day Dinner

Dinner Donations

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 23rd BETWEEN 3PM AND 7PM

NOT

THANKSGIVING DONATION REQUEST
Once again,  is asking for your assistance in making our 29th Annual 
Community Thanksgiving Dinner a success on Thursday, November 24th at St. John 
Roman Catholic Church, Westminster - 12pm to 2pm. As always, we would be 
grateful for donations from the following list:

 
 at 

St. John Roman Catholic Church, 43 Monroe Street, Westminster. 
PorticoBring donations to the church’s  , West Entrance, area only. 

PLEASE, DO  BRING DONATIONS TO
THE CHURCH OFFICE. 

Monetary donations are also always welcome especially to purchase items 
needed. Please make checks payable to  with the 

designation Thanksgiving Dinner and mail to:
, P.O. Box 127, Westminster, MD 21158.

Many, many thanks for your continued support!!!

Butter
Onions (bag)
Celery

Sandwich Bags
Paper Towels
50 Gallon Trash Bags

Wrapped Candy
Store Bought Cookies
Store Bought Brownies

Apples Oranges



consume and where thieves break in and steal, but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust consumes and 
where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” So, what does it look like to lay up treasures 
in heaven? It means believing God’s promises and identifying with God’s people. Treasure is linked to the heart. We are to treasure Jesus most 
of all. When we treasure Jesus, we will commit to His work in this world by graciously sharing our resources including our talents, our money 
and our time.

(resources like time, talents and money) to be God’s hands and feet in the world, helping care for our neighbors in need. Showing mercy to all 

We can serve the Lord wholeheartedly, knowing that God’s reward will be abundantly gracious.  Thank you for helping us and for sharing your 
heavenly treasures so that we may help all God’s children in need. 

Judy Fischer and Sandie Horichs

We’d like to take this opportunity to recognize the folks at The Kalhert Foundation.  Not only are they amazing philanthropists, they are 

be.  

Thanks to Missie Wilcox of MarketWorks not only for all you and your fabulous team do to create our professional Festival of Trees 
marketing pieces, but for once again creating the Holiday Hopper so guests can enjoy not one, but 3 holiday events in Westminster: the 
Festival of Trees, Festival of Wreaths and the Gingerbread Village Festival. If you visit all three events you’ll have a chance to win one of 4 

Media for more information on where to pick up your Holiday Hopper!

Grace Lutheran Church

only us, but the folks we serve each day. Thank you from the bottom of our hearts

We’d like to take this opportunity to thank our wonderful and hardworking friends at Walmart, Westminster.  They are always there 

We appreciate the folks at The Caramel Kettle Gourmet Popcorn in Taneytown.  Wonderful supporters always looking for ways to 
make our events “Pop”!

Scout Troop, of Immanuel Lutheran Church, Manchester.  This gift allows our talented team of decorators to prepare all the beautifully 
crafted items that will be available at our Festival of Trees event Thanksgiving Weekend.  

Tomlin Technology, what can we say...you keep our computers up and running and help secure our network. We’re thankful for your 
generosity, wonderful customer service and patience!

LifePoint Church.

follow us on our website and social media platforms.  

It is a pleasure to work with the Carroll County Chamber of Commerce.  It’s incredible what they do to promote both businesses and 

On Friday nights throughout the month of December we will be the featured “Pints with a Purpose” recipient at 
Company.  Please follow us, and them, on Social Media as the event gets closer for more information.  Thanks for being such a wonderful 

Shout out to the folks at the Target Store, Westminster.  Time and time again they are there with generous donations.  Most recently 

that!

Not only do our friends at the  provide us with a weekly food donation, they also conduct donation drives and 

Our Community Partners



Proceeds to Benefit

A Christian Outreach and Support Center

NOVEMBER 

www.shepstaff.org
410.857.5944

O God, when I have food, 
help me to remember the 

hungry. When I have work, 
help me to remember 
the jobless. When I 

have a home, help me to 
remember those who have 

no home at all. When I 
am without pain, help me 
to remember those who 

help me to destroy my 
complacency, bestir my 

compassion, and be 
concerned enough to help, 
by word and deed, those 
who cry out for what we 
take for granted. Amen.

– Samuel F. Pugh

2022 FESTIVAL OF TREES 
DONATIONS NEEDED, 

CAN YOU HELP?

THE HOLIDAY
HOPPER PASS

Little stable for Nativity theme 

Good quality penguins (furry, 
rustic or realistic; not plastic or     

buildings, etc.

Unusual glass ornaments of 
animals, sea creatures, etc., for 

Stranger Things tree

Blue / Green Eucalyptus

Frosted berry branches

Golden Books, especially mini ones

Sailboats, lighthouse, buoy

HOLIDAY HOPPER 2022

Please join us and our partners 
this year!

The Holiday Hopper is a 
collaboration of Westminster’s 

three holiday festivals: the 

Festival of Wreaths, Human 

Festival of Trees.  Special thanks 

Holiday Season right.  Follow this 
link to hear more about these 
wonderful holiday happenings 
and how you can participate:  

your donation.

“

”



ACCEPTING NOV. 1

SACKS FOR SENIORS
Thank you for donating a gift to seniors in Carroll County!

Call 410-857-5944
30 Carroll Street in Westminster.ITEMS TO INCLUDE:

NEW Stationery: pens, pencils, markers, writing pads, etc...
NEW Hygiene items:
NEW Other items: T-shirts, socks, jewelry, watches, and hard candy, etc...
LOVE to have: the biblical Christmas story, religious CDs/DVDs, etc...

Please do not include: Used or damaged items, chocolate or food, out of date candy, breakable items 
(e.g., snow globes or glass containers), or aerosol cans.

Thank you for donating stockings to children in Carroll County!

Please mark the stocking with a tag to identify it:
boy or girl and approximate age level.

Call 410-857-5944
30 Carroll Street in Westminster.
ITEMS TO INCLUDE:
Infants:

NEW
Toddlers and school aged children:

NEW School Supplies: pens, pencils, crayons, markers, writing pads, etc...
NEW Toys:
toys that light up or make noise, bubbles, etc...
NEW Hygiene items:
NEW Other items: T-shirts, socks, hair accessories, jewelry, watches, and underwear, etc...
LOVE to have: the biblical Christmas story, religious CDs/DVDs, etc...

Please do not include: Used or damaged items, war-related items (e.g., toy guns or knives), chocolate or 
food, out of date candy, breakable items (e.g., snow globes or glass containers), or aerosol cans.

STOCKING DONATIONS



BLUE SPRUCE:  
$2,000
Includes logo on all materials and 
half page ad in event program

FRASER FIR:  
$1,000
Includes listing in all 
materials, all signage 
and quarter-page ad 
in event program

DOUGLAS FIR:    
$500

Includes listing in all materials,
all signage and mention  

in event program

SCOTCH PINE:  
$250

Includes mention in
event program and

onsite signage

2022 Sponsorship Opportunities

ALL SPONSORSHIPS

Yes. I/we would like a sponsorship!
Check appropriate sponsor level:

Name(s)

Contact Person

Address

City/State/Zip

Telephone

Email 

 MasterCard           Visa         Discover  

Credit Card #

Expiration Date    Security Code

Cardholder’s Name

Cardholder’s Signature

Amount $

Check enclosed, made payable to:
THE SHEPHERD’S STAFF

Mail checks to:
127

Westminster, MD 21158

Credit Card:

BLUE SPRUCE:  $2,000            DOUGLAS FIR:  $500

FRASER FIR:     $1,000             SCOTCH PINE:  $250

Please print name clearly as you would like it to appear in program:

Here’s how it works:
1. Complete sponsor contract and  

return with payment

2. A team of decorators will craft
      the event’s trees

3. Trees will be displayed for bid 
by Silent Auction

Deliver checks or cash to:
30 Carroll Street
Westminster, MD 21157

– Recipient of 

of The Year Award; Carroll County 

Sylvia Canon Humanitarian and  

410.857.5944    Fax: 410.857.6122
email: info@shepstaff.org

www.shepstaff.org
Thanks for 
your support!A Christian Outreach and Support Center

Proceeds to Benefit



HOURS:
Friday, Nov. 25: 10am-5pm 
Saturday, Nov. 26: 10am-5pm 
Sunday, Nov. 27: 10am -2pm 

John Street Quarters, Westminster
adjacent to the Fire Department

NOVEMBER 
25th–27th

KICK OFF YOUR HOLIDAY SEASON WITH US!

  FEATURING UNIQUE, BEAUTIFUL 
  AND HANDCRAFTED TREES   
• Silent Auction with Virtual & Buy Now Options
• Live Music • Cash & Carry Table 
• Artisan Gifts • Photo Booth • Raffles

ShepherdsStaffCC

www.shepstaff.org
410.857.5944
 info@shepstaff.org

Silent auction ends Sunday at 2pm, 
with tree pickup from 4 to 6pm

A Christian Outreach and Support Center

16th ANNUAL

Proceeds to Benefit



600 NEW COAT DONATIONS!
- NEW coats will be collected through November 18th

- Coats must be NEW with tags

- All sizes: Children -  Adult

NEW coats will be accepted at 30 Carroll Street in 
Westminster by appointment ONLY.

Call 410-857-5944 to
- Please do not leave donations outside (unattended

donations are required to be disposed of)

Coats can be purchased 
locally or from our

Amazon Wishlist at 
amzn.to/3i8LTY1

WHO?

WHERE?

WHY?
HOW?

updates on how to participate / register.

Our Virtual Giving Tree

Support the work of The 

Sign up for the event through 

code: https://runsignup.

We are very excited to continue our “Giving Tree” this 
year! Th is interactive tree will be a fun way to honor and/
or remember loved ones this Holiday season. You will be 
able to sponsor the star, a decoration, or a gift  virtually. 
Immediately aft er your sponsorship all will be able to 
hover over it and see the name of your loved one and 
your brief message. 

We are also working on some 
other fun page interactions, so 
we invite you to follow us on 
Facebook or our website for 
the launch, and then simply 
make a donation to see the 
“Giving Tree” in action.

Special thanks to 
MarketWorks for 
making this dream a 
reality!

com/Race/MD/Westminster/
ChristmasCamelCanter2022edition  



Many Thanks to our 
community partners, 

supporters and friends!

Westminster Police, 

Health Department

What an incredible 
day! We can’t say 
enough about our Shop 

We especially thank 

and Vicky McDonold 
for taking the lead 
and the wonderful 
team that pulled this 
together. We had a 
beautiful day again this 
year and were able host 
the event outdoors. 
The smiles on the 
children’s faces as they 
enjoyed the day were 
priceless! The very 

big hug!  What a way 

was able to provide 

the school supplies 
necessary to start the 

foot. The kids enjoyed 
a DJ spinning tunes, 
toured a school bus, 

Walmart Optometry, 
in addition to lunch, a 
Kona Ice snowball and 

Again this year, The 
Spa on West Main, was 
on hand and provided 

Not only did the event 
provide students 
with the supplies 
necessary for the 
coming year, it allowed 
them to interact 

positive and friendly 
environment. A special 
shout out to everyone 
that helped to make 

success.

2022 MARYLAND 
CHARITY 

CAMPAIGN!

State 
Employees 

may donate 
using code 
521710096.

Give Back to the Community while Shopping on Amazon.com!

Treasured Times – In Honor or Memory

Notes from Parents and Children

we encourage you to shop local, we realize there are times when some of us resort to shopping 
online. For those times, we’d like to remind and encourage you to help us help others in the 
community while you shop. It’s simple and does not require a direct monetary donation. If you 
are an Amazon.com shopper, please use the AmazonSmile portal and enter 
as your charity of choice.

Your support means the world to so many individuals that we serve on your behalf.

“Thank you so much for the very nice backpacks and school supplies. You guys are awesome. 
Thank you for what you do.”

“Thank you for giving out school supplies. This is going to help us out so much. I’m glad I 
heard about this program.”

Our deepest appreciation goes out to the following individuals and families that have made a 
donation in support of  outreach services and programs in honor or memory 

In Memory of Bill Copes

In Memory of Jeanne R. (Backhaus) Davis by Steve and Beverly Kerkam   
In Memory of Georgia Frank by Betsy Diehl, Diane Grocki, Nancy Johnsen, Pam Lindsay,
                       Sharon Mays, Terry Mathias        
In Memory of 
In Memory of 
In Memory of James “Buddy” Miller by Beverly A. Wonderly     
In Memory of James Higgs 
In Memory of William McClelland
In Memory of  by Kenneth and Beverly Humbert

In Honor of  by Douglas Deming

starting your shopping at smile.amazon.com

Donate to

through your
Workplace Campaign

Use Code 7014

Currently Accepting Donations by 
Appointment: 
currently accepting items by appointment: 

items for Festival of Trees (as well as 
OUR SHED IS 

CLOSED. 
donations or household items at this time. 
Have a question about donations? Please call 



supporters and gained some new friends as well.  At the time of this writing, thanks to overwhelming community support and 

“Let me tell you the tears of joy that   
came from my girls! They were so excited about their new backpacks. They were over joyed. The girls loved them. Thank you so much. I just had to 
tell you.”

Back to School Distribution

 

Join your friends and neighbors in supporting 
 outreach services and 

programs while honoring the memory of a 
loved one or marking a special occasion  Each 

Miracles Happen!”

Give Something
Unexpected

This Christmas

A Meaningful Gift

helps people in crisis with short - term
assistance and encourages pathways to

long term self - sufficiency.

30 Carroll Street • Westminster, MD 21157
(410) 857-5944 • www.shepstaff.org



The Shepherd’s Table – 

Help Us Feed His Sheep 

unmet needs—which we continue to do to this day. 

Thanksgiving Day Dinner.

for the most part stays around 8 churches on a rotating 

The old adage “Many hands make light work” is quite 

be interested in being a part of the rotating schedule, 

groups that would be willing to consider chatting about 
what’s involved.  We’d love to give you a tour as the 

cycle. As you may, or may not know, we have served 
throughout the pandemic and now continue to serve 
folks each Friday at noon from the Westminster United 

Streets.  We are again serving hot lunches inside and are 
enjoying the fellowship with our guests. Many thanks 
to those at the cooperative churches of The Shepherd’s 

God.  Please remember the cooperative churches of The 
Shepherd’s Table and Westminster United Methodist 

Linda Sterner for her dedicated leadership and all the 

“feeding His sheep.” Breaking bread with others is 

neighbors.

We’d love to hear from you. 

A Few More Ways to Help with  Mission

Blues Christmas and Homeless Memorial

REX the Piggy Bank

corner of Bond and Green Streets, Westminster and includes 
awesome blues and a meaningful time of awareness centered 

FaceBook and Website pages as plans unfold. We’d love to 
have you join and participate in this moving celebration of life. 
For more information, please don’t hesitate to call.

families and individuals with critical healthcare needs that 

funds used to support prescription assistance for local 
residents who otherwise would go without medication. 

• Fill emergency prescription needs
• Provide temporary lodging during recovery from   

a medical procedure
• Pay for medical supplies not covered by insurance
• 
• Pay for prescription eyeglasses and hearing aids
• Provide prescription assistance for those above the            

income threshold
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Visit our website for our new interactive “REX the Piggy Bank” experience or follow the QR code for a fun, virtual 
way to donate your spare change in Support of our RX Fund.

Save the Date!
Festival Of Trees
Silent Auction
Nov 25th-27th

“REX” 
The Piggy Bank 

 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 

Yes, I will make a donation to help change lives! 
 

 ___Cash   ___Check   / Amount Enclosed   ___$250   ___$100   ___$50   ___$25   ___other $ 
 

                    Name_________________________________________________________ 
  

                    Address_______________________________________________________ 
  

                     City/State/ZIP__________________________________________________ 
 

                                    E-Mail________________________________________________________ 
 

                  For address changes, please email info@shepstaff.org 
 

                            Please make checks payable to:  The Shepherd’s Staff 

                   Mail: The Shepherd’s Staff, P.O. Box 127, Westminster, MD  21158 

                Drop Off: 30 Carroll Street, Westminster, MD 21157 

       410-857-5944 / info@shepstaff.org / www.shepstaff.org 
 

Please ask if your employer has a matching gifts program.  

 This could double, even triple, your gift if your employer agrees  

to match your most recent gift.   
 

Simply obtain a matching gift form from your Human Resources Department, fill it out and  

return it to The Shepherd’s Staff  (even if you are retired you may be eligible for a matching gift).  Thank you!  
 

 

Follow our   

FaceBook and   

Website pages for   

more information   

on how to help fill  

 our“Virtual REX   

 

the Piggy Bank”      

later this Fall! 

 


